
Overlay

Take a photo of the doodle 
grid. Make sure you angle 
the camera the same way 
in which it appears in your 
design. Use a photo editing 
software to overlay your 
design on top of  your doodle 
grid. Make your design 50% 
opacity so that you can see 
the doodle grid underneath.

Paint a 
Doodle Grid 

A Doodle Grid is a gridding 
method used to scale up 
your design. It is made up of 
scribbles, shapes, random 
doodles, numbers or letters. 
It is commonly referred to 
as the ‘lazy grid’ method 
due to its simplicity. Your 
grid should take up as much 
space as your design.

Sketch 

Print out your overlay image 
from step 3 and use it as a 
reference to start sketching 
your design on the wall.

HOW TO PAINT A MURAL
IN FIVE STEPS

ALLSTYLES artist Curtia Wright describes 
her process of creating large-scale murals.
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Colour

Block in your sketch 
with colour.

Finish 

Continue colouring in your sketch 
until you’ve covered your doodle grid 
completely. Your mural is now complete!

Curtia Wright is a multidisciplinary fine artist, 
mural artist and arts educator based in Toronto, 
Ontario. She received her BFA at OCAD 
University in the Drawing and Painting program 
in 2015. Her artwork re-imagines our reality 
using elements of fantasy and surrealism. 

Using bold and vibrant colours, she aims to 
transport audiences to her alternate worlds. 
Colour functions as a powerful element to create 
a sense of bliss within the viewer. Wright’s 
murals commonly depict abstract figures 
surrounded by floral patterned elements. Her 
narratives focus on telling stories of Black people 
of the African diaspora, primarily speaking about 
her own heritage and history as a Jamaican-
Canadian. She’s collaborated on mural projects 
with community organizations and private mural 
commissions across Toronto and the GTA.

“My mural for ALLSTYLES is a celebration of 
Black hair and its ability to connect folks within 
the Black diaspora to one another. I wanted 
to focus on showcasing the beauty of natural 
Black hairstyles, displaying both a braided and 
Afro style.”

— Curtia Wright
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