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Scarborough trailblazer, MPP Mitzie 
Hunter is a powerhouse politician and 
Liberal member of the Legislative 
Assembly of Ontario. She grew up in 
Scarbrough and graduated from the 
University of Toronto and Rotman 
School of Management. She was the 
CEO of the Greater Toronto CivicAction 
Alliance, CAO of Toronto Community 
Housing and also served as Vice 
President at Goodwill Industries of 
Toronto.

On August 1, 2013 Ms Hunter was elected 
to the Liberal government in a 
by-election. She was later re-elected in 
2014 and 2018 to continue to represent 
the Toronto riding of Scarborough- 
Guildwood. She has previously held the 
roles as Associate Minister for the 
Ministry of Finance, Minister of 
Education, and Minister of Advanced 
Education and Skills Development. In 
2020 Ms Hunter was a candidate for the 
2020 Ontario Liberal Party Leadership 
election. Ms. Hunter continues to be a 
supporting voice for her Scarborough 
community in the halls of Queens Park. 

MPP MITZIE HUNTER
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Hailing from Scarborough, award 
winning DJ MelBoogie is one of the 
country’s best-known female DJs. For 
over 25 years, her roots have been 
deeply embedded in radio, both as a 
host, and mixshow format DJ. She has 
also hosted several events in the GTA 
community, including Canadian Music 
Week, North By North East Indie 
Showcase, and has been a speaker/ 
panelist at a variety of music industry 
conferences. Mel has also made several 
television appearances, including CBC 
Television, CP24, Much Music, New 
Music, MTV Canada, Toronto Life, and 
more. She’s also opened for some of the 
most respected performers in the world 
of entertainment, including Kevin Hart, 
Nick Cannon (MTV’s Wild ‘N Out) Major 
Lazer, Lauryn Hill, Busta Rhymes, and 
more. Mel has won a number of awards 
including the Stylus Female DJ of the 
Year Award in 2008, naming her the top 
female DJ in Canada. 

DJ MEL BOOGIE
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Born and raised in Scarborough, 
Jamaal Magloire is the most decorated 
basketball player to hail from the 
Greater Toronto Area, and one of the 
most accomplished Canadian 
basketball players in history. 
A graduate of Eastern Commerce, 
Jamaal went on to study at the 
University of Kentucky on a basketball 
scholarship where he won a National 
Championship in his sophomore year. 
He was drafted 19th overall by the 
Charlotte Hornets in the 2000 NBA Draft, 
and went on to play for 13 years before 
finishing his career in his hometown 
with the Toronto Raptors. Jamaal is a 
recognized Canada 150 leader, is the 
assistant Coach and Community 
Ambassador for the Toronto Raptors 
and President of The Toronto Revellers 
Cultural Association, a not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to promoting 
and supporting Canada’s multi-cultural 
landscape by celebrating the rich 
diverse culture and traditions of the 
Caribbean.

JAMAAL MAGLOIRE
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Born and raised in Scarborough, 
Kardinal Offishall is a Canadian 
rapper, record producer, and record 
executive. Often credited as Canada’s 
“hip hop ambassador”, he is regarded 
as one of the country’s best hip hop 
producers, and is best known for his 
distinctive reggae and dancehall- 
influenced style of hip hop. He started 
his career in the mid 1990s and after 
releasing several albums which include 
songs like “Ol Time Killin”, Dangerous 
with rapper Akon and “Bakardi Slang” 
which popularized Toronto’s new 
nickname as the T-dot. After touring 
the world and winning multiple music 
awards Offishall became the creative 
executive director of Universal Music 
Canada's A&R team in 2013. On April 8, 
2021, Offishall was promoted to senior 
vice-president of A&R for Universal 
Music Canada where he continues to 
work hard to promote Canadian talent 
in the music industry. 

KARDINAL OFFISHALL
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PHYLICIA GEORGE
Phylicia George is a Canadian Olympic 
track and field athlete and bobsledder 
who hails from Scarborough. She began 
running hurdles at 15 years old racing 
her dad in parking lots where she fell in 
love with running, racing and competing. 
In 2012 at the Canadian Championships 
she won the 100m and finished second in 
the 100m hurdles, qualifying her for the 
London Games. She finished fifth with a 
personal best time of 12.65 seconds.

In 2015, she finished second at the 
Canadian championships before posting 
a fifth-place finish at the Pan Am Games 
in Toronto. In 2016 she returned to the 
Olympics in Rio, and again made it to the 
100m hurdles final. She also helped the 
4x100m relay team advance to the final. In 
the summer of 2018, George won bronze 
with the 4x100m relay team at the NACAC
Championships in Toronto before 
returning to racing hurdles in 2019.

In November 2016, George made the 
decision to compete in bobsleigh during 
the winter season. She made her World 
Cup debut in Innsbruck with a fourth-
place finish. In early 2018, George added 
a silver medal in Konigssee.
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Former NHL star Anson Carter grew up 
in Scarborough, attending Agincourt 
Collegiate. He played AAA hockey in the 
Metro Toronto Hockey League, and one 
season in the Metro Junior ‘A’ Hockey 
League for the Wexford Raiders, helping 
the Raiders to a league title.

In the eleven seasons he played (1996-
2007) Carter was one of the few black 
athletes in the NHL. He played in 674 
NHL games, producing 202 goals and 
219 assists with the Washington
Capitals, Boston Bruins, Edmonton 
Oilers, New York Rangers, Los Angeles 
Kings, Vancouver Canucks, Columbus 
Blue Jackets, and Carolina Hurricanes. 
Anson finished his professional playing 
career in Switzerland with HC Lugano.

He joined NBC Sports in 2013. Now 
living in Atlanta, Anson founded media 
company Big Up Entertainment to 
develop film and video content for 
television. He’s also co-founder of the 
ethical clothing line SOMB (Shirt Off My 
Back). With a ‘buy one – give one’ 
philosophy, proceeds from the celebrity-
endorsed line go toward providing 
school uniforms for children in Africa.

ANSON CARTER
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Wayne Simmonds is a Canadian pro-
fessional ice hockey player who grew up in 
Scarborough’s West Hill neighborhood. 
Currently Simmonds plays for the Toronto 
Maple Leafs and has previously played for 
the Los Angeles Kings, Philadelphia Flyers, 
Nashville Predators, New Jersey Devils, and 
Buffalo Sabres.

Wayne started his professional career after 
joining Los Angeles Kings for the 2007 NHL 
Entry Draft where his performance 
impressed everyone and became a favorite 
for Kings fans. For the 2012 NHL Entry Draft, 
Wayne was drafted to the Philadelphia 
Flyers on June 23, 2011. After playing against 
the Pittsburgh Penguins on February 20, 
2013, Simmonds received A Gordie Howe‘s 
hat- trick with a 6–5 win and another Gordie 
Howe hat- trick in a 5–3 win against the 
Winnipeg Jets on the same week.

In the 2017 NHL All-Star Game, he was given 
the Most Valuable Player title and at the end 
of the 2018-2019 season he was awarded the 
Mark Messier Leadership Award at the end 
of his season with the Nashville Predators. 
On June 28, 2020, he also became an 
inaugural executive board member of the 
Hockey Diversity Alliance. Wayne signed with 
the Toronto Maple Leafs on October 9, 2020. 
At present, he is affiliated with the Toronto 
Maple Leafs.

WAYNE SIMMONDS



SCARBOROUGH: THE BACKBONE
SCARBOROUGH HEROES

Colour in this Scarborough Hero and share on Instagram with the hashtags 
#ArtworxTo #ScarboroughHero for a chance to be featured online.

DR. JILL ANDREW
Dr. Jill Andrew, PhD is the MPP for Toronto-St. 
Paul's. Jill serves as the Ontario NDP Culture 
Critic and Women's Issues Critic for the Official 
Opposition. Jill is also a member of the Ontario 
NDP Black Caucus, a first of its kind in Ontario 
legislative history and she also sits on the 
Standing Committee on Public Accounts.

Jill is the first Black, Queer person to be elected 
to the Ontario Legislature and reportedly in 
Canada. Since then, Jill has been a leading 
voice on issues of gender, race and social 
justice, the housing crisis, healthcare inequities, 
education and the immeasurable benefit of 
arts and culture to our communities but also to 
our physical, mental and social health. 

Jill was named Best MPP - First Runner Up by 
NOW Magazine Reader's Choice Awards - an 
exciting acknowledgement for a rookie MPP.

Outside of politics, Jill is also co-founder of 
Body Confidence Canada and is an award- 
winning educator and former columnist, equity 
and body-image advocate, speaker and writer. 
As the co-founder of #SizeismSUCKS and Body 
Confidence Awareness Week, Jill advocates to 
end size, weight and appearance-based 
discrimination, harassment and bullying. 

Jill is passionate about documenting, 
celebrating and advocating for people's human 
rights and their right to social, cultural and 
economic access.
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Two years after immigrating from Jamaica to 
Scarborough, Robert K Brown established 
Tropicana Community Services (initially known 
as Tropicana Association of Scarborough) in 
an effort to support West Indian and African- 
Canadian youth in the community. Brown 
envisioned the creation of a volunteer 
supported West Indian cultural and service 
organization that would provide leadership 
and skills training, academic and personal 
counseling, recreation and cultural 
enrichment, and more. Since founding 
Tropicana Community Services in March 1980, 
the organization has grown exponentially to 
become the largest Black social service 
agency in Canada, serving thousands of 
youth and their families. Robert Brown was 
instrumental in steering the organization in 
becoming one of the first Black United Way 
Member Agency in Canada four years after 
it was created.

In addition to founding Tropicana Community Services and serving as its first President and then 
Executive Director, Brown also founded the Malvern Community Youth Organization which is now Malvern 
Rouge Valley Youth Services. MRV Youth Services continues to serve disadvantaged youth and their 
families in Northeast Toronto. 

Robert Brown has been recognized for his years of community service through a number of awards 
including the 125th Anniversary of Confederation of Canada Medal, City of Scarborough Bi-Centennial 
Award of Merit, Scarborough Community and Race Relations Committee’s Racial Harmony Award, Queen 
Elizabeth II - Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal and the African Canadian Achievement Award.

ROBERT K BROWN
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Hailing from Scarborough, Dr. Alvin Curling 
began his career as an educator in 1972 and 
served as the Director of Student Services at 
Seneca College. He was also the President of 
the World literacy of Canada. He was first 
elected to the Ontario Legislature in 1985, 
winning the Scarborough North constituency 
(now Scarborough Rouge-River) with the 
highest vote total in Canadian history at the 
time and was appointed Minister of Housing 
that year, becoming the first Caribbean- 
Canadian to hold a Cabinet-level position in 
Ontario.

In 2003, Dr. Curling was elected Speaker of 
the Ontario legislature without opposition 
becoming the first Caribbean-Canadian 
Speaker of the Legislature in Ontario's 
history. He stands as one of the most 
respected figures in Canadian politics.

Dr. Curling was appointed co-chair to the Premier's Task Force in 2006, along with former Chief Justice of 
Ontario Roy McMurtry, on the Commission to Review of the Roots of Youth Violence which helped to establish 
policy options and action for recommendation to the Premier in a landmark report titled The Review of the Roots 
of Youth Violence published in 2008.

Dr. Curling has been honored through a number of awards including being inducted into the Hall of Fame at 
U-TECH (Jamaica), Queen’s Golden Jubilee medal, Diamond Jubilee medal and is an honored member of The 
Order of Ontario.

DR. ALVIN CURLING
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DWAYNE MORGAN
Scarborough legend Dwayne Morgan is a 
two-time Canadian National Poetry Slam 
Champion. He began his career as a spoken 
word artist in 1993. In 1994, he founded Up 
From The Roots entertainment, to promote 
the positive artistic contributions of African 
Canadian and urban influenced artists.

Dwayne has performed for the former 
President of the United States, Barack 
Obama, the former Governor General of 
Canada, Michaelle Jean, the late leader of the 
NDP, Jack Layton, and has shared the stage 
with many of Canada’s top artists including 
Russell Peters while opening for international 
artists Alicia Keys, and recording with 
Canadian artists, including Drake.

Dwayne has published thirteen books, 
recorded 8 albums, has had short films 
featured in film festivals and has written a 
one-man play called Grade 8. In 2012,Morgan 
performed at Super Bowl 46, in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, and in 2019, he founded and co- 
produced the inaugural Toronto Spoken 
Soul Festival and in 2021-2022 co-curated the 
ArtworxTO East Hub as part of the Spoken 
Soul Collective.

Dwayne has won numerous awards and in 
2013 was inducted into the Scarborough 
Hall of Fame.
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Ontario’s first Poet Laureate and Scarborough 
native Randell Adjei, is a spoken word artist, 
speaker, arts practitioner and cultural curator. 
He is one of the members of the Spoken Soul 
Collective who have co-curated ArtworxTO’s 
East Scarborough Hub as part Toronto’s Year 
of Public Art. He discovered his gift and love 
for poetry thanks to the support and 
inspiration from one of his Grade 8 teachers 
who introduced him to writing as a means for 
self-expression to deal with challenges he was 
facing.

In 2012, out of inspiration for what he had gone 
through, Randell formed R.I.S.E. Edutainment 
(Reaching Intelligent Souls Everywhere) to 
provide youth with inclusive and safe 
platforms across the GTA to creatively express 
themselves through the performance arts.

The popularity of R.I.S.E. led to significant 
notoriety for Randell, leading to accolades that 
have included CBC’s Torontonian of the year in 
2015, NOW Magazine’s May 2017 Local Hero, 
and The Black Canadians Awards Best Spoken 
Word Award winner in 2014. In 2018, R.I.S.E. was 
also awarded the Mayor’s Youth Award by 
Toronto Arts Foundation, Toronto’s city-wide 
charity for the arts. Randell has performed 
across the globe and in support of high profile 
figures such as President Barack Obama, Terry 
Crews, Paul Mooney, Kardinal Offishall and 
Toronto Mayor John Tory.

RANDELL ADJEI
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Paulina O’Kieffe-Anthony is an award winning 
Toronto artist, curator, arts educator, 
creative consultant and community 
advocate. She is recognized as a leader in 
both the social service sector and arts 
community.

Although she isn’t from the East Side, Paulina 
has a deep love for Scarborough and has 
spent many years working in the community 
to support arts, culture and youth. In the 
past she supported the construction of the 
SLAM Youth Hub, a community hub for the 
Bay Mills community dedicated to supporting 
youth-led initiatives and she has managed 
arts programming in Glendower. As an arts 
educator, she has taught numerous arts 
workshops across Scarborough and 
continues to support the arts and culture 
within the community as the Board Chair of 
R.I.S.E Arts and Community Services and as a 
co-curator of ArtworxTo’s East Scarborough 
Hub as part of the Toronto Year of Public Art 
as part of the Spoken Soul Collective.

In 2016, her work and leadership in the 
community sector was recognized as she 
was the recipient of the Toronto Community 
Foundation Vital People Award and again 
when she was recognized as one of 150 Black 
Women Making Herstory (as featured on 
CBC) for her contribution to building the
arts scene in Toronto.

PAULINA O’KIEFFE-ANTHONY
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Scarborough native Deborah Cox has been 
singing since she was 12 years old and has
one of the most powerful and versatile 
contemporary voices of our time. She began 
her career as a background singer for Celine 
Dion and since then has recorded six award 
winning and critically acclaimed albums, has 
written for and been recorded on numerous 
soundtracks and has starred in a number of 
Broadway productions as well as providing 
the vocals for the Whitney Houston biopic. 
Deborah’s first recording contract was with 
Clive Davis at Arista Records and that self- 
titled debut album went platinum, earning 
her an American Music Award nomination.

From her second CD. One Wish, came the 
double platinum “Nobody’s Supposed to be 
Here” – which held the record for the longest 
running #1 R & B single. After 14 weeks at the 
top of the charts, Deborah earned a Billboard 
Music Award nomination for R & B Single of 
the Year, an NAACP Image Award nomination, 
A Soul Train Award, A Lady of Soul Award and 
3 Juno Awards including a Best Female 
Vocalist Juno nomination. Deborah received 
Two Genie Awards nominations for Best 
Achievement in Music – Original Song for the 
movie, Love Come Down. She was nominated 
for a World Music Award in 2010 for the song 
Leave The World Behind.

DEBORAH COX


